
Laura Cartledge meets a 
photographer who has 
gone from snapping big 
cats to big days.
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N
ow based in Hailsham, but 
originally from South Africa, 
Clare FitzGerald admits she 
hasn’t taken the conventional 
route in her career.

“I come across so many photographers 
who say they have been taking pictures 
since they were five years old,” she admits. “I 
actually wanted to work with dolphins and 
whales.”

However her personal interest in taking 

photographs led to Clare majoring in the 
subject at Rhodes University.

“I had a fantastic lecturer [photographer 
Obie Obserholzer], he was like Marmite 
- you either loved him or hated him. I had 
moments of both,” she laughs. 

It was here Clare cultivated her love of 
colour – something which now is a key focus 
in her wedding photography work.

“It makes me stand out from the crowd. I 
don’t have a term I use to describe my style 
but colour is key,” explains Clare. “I did a 
wedding recently at Lewes Castle, the bride 
made all the bunting and all the decorations, 
it was so colourful.”

It is easy to get swept up in the big day, 
especially as getting a prime position at the 
ceremony and reception is a perk of the 
photographer’s job.
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“I am a romantic at heart and weddings 
are different all the time,” she says. “At the 
beginning I would forget I was there to take 
photographs.

“You do get a better view than most of 
the guests as the couple often have their 
backs to them for most of the ceremony,” 
admits Clare. “They don’t see the exchange 
of rings or the sneaky looks they give each 
other.”

So does she have a favourite moment to 
capture?

“I really love bridal preparation - that 
anticipation is there, you can feel it in the 
air,” replies Clare. “But my second favourite is 
watching the groom’s face as the bride walks 
down the aisle. You can have such a hard 
man in front of you but you see him soften – 
it is a movie moment.” 

Clare’s own husband, Marcus, often helps 
on the big day and while she admits ‘people 
don’t always realise that we are married’ the 
calming effect of having a couple there has 
been known to help nervous newlyweds. 

Plus it has its benefits when the weather is 
not great as well.

“He holds the brolly over me while I stand 
out in the rain,” she smiles. “When I started 
[photographing weddings] it was really 
seasonal but now it is all year round. People 
realise they can’t depend on the seasons. I 
just take a couple of umbrellas and I ask the 
bride to bring wellies.

“Marcus is becoming a girly man, if that 
makes sense, metrosexual he calls it,” she 
adds. “He is starting to see things that I 
haven’t seen.”

With all the planning that goes into a 
wedding to make it personal, it is the little 
details which make a big difference. 

“I love capturing the detail,” she says. “It is 
part of your day, after all you choose those 
flowers because you love those flowers.”

And, after the last piece of confetti 
has fallen, the bouquet has wilted and 
the honeymoon tan has faded it is the 
photographs which are left – making them 
extra important. 

“No matter what your budget is, meeting 
the photographer and getting on with them 
is the most important thing,” agrees Clare. “It 
comes across in the pictures. 

“I don’t expect people to book me 
unless they have met me. I am going to be 
with them all day and I want them to be 
comfortable with me,” she adds. “My only 
request is that we meet at the venue two to 

To find out more about Clare, visit 
www.fitzgeraldphotographic.co.uk

four weeks before and, if they are nervous, 
we take pictures as we go around so they 
can get used to it.

“As soon as they get married I let them 
have five to ten minutes together. I am at 
a distance with a long lens capturing these 
moments and if I see something that looks 
good I may ask them to repeat it,” she says 
simply. 

“I think it is important that they have 
some time together. After all as soon as 
they return to the wedding party everyone 
will be wanting to talk to them.”

Understanding the couple’s needs 
and putting them at ease helps Clare to 
document the day. It is clear that, for her, 
photography is about more than just 
capturing pictures, Clare captures moments. 


